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Get Prepared for the Winter Season

Harrisonburg, VA — The City of Harrisonburg reminds residents to get prepared for winter weather
before a storm hits.

Governor McDonnell has proclaimed December 2-8 as “Winter Preparedness Week in the
Commonwealth.”

Before the winter weather hits, the City of Harrisonburg encourages residents to make plans and talk
with their neighbors.

An ordinance has been in place since 1973 that requires residents to remove snow from sidewalks in
front of their home or business. The snow must be removed no longer than three hours after the snow
stops falling. There are exceptions if the storm hits overnight.

“In addition to removing snow from the sidewalks, we want neighbors to check in on one another and
offer assistance to the elderly or those who are not physically able to clear the sidewalk,” said Mary-
Hope Vass, Public Information Officer for the City of Harrisonburg.

Harrisonburg is a pedestrian-friendly city and it is important to have clear sidewalks year-round. If a
pedestrian encounters a snow covered sidewalk, they may be inclined to walk in the roadway, which
could pose a safety hazard.

To read the entire ordinance, visit www.library.municode.com and select Harrisonburg, VA and view
Code Section 6-1-15.

- More -



Additional tips on getting prepared:

Prepare enough emergency supplies (non-perishable food items, flashlights, batteries, first aid
kit, water, and any medication needed) to last your family for at least three days.

Install smoke detectors. The Harrisonburg Fire Department will install smoke detectors , free of
charge, for residents in the City of Harrisonburg. For more information, please call 432-7703.

Check chimneys, wood stoves, and fireplaces. Ensure they are in working order and have them
inspected if necessary.

Don’t travel once bad weather has hit, unless it is an emergency. It is also helpful for plow trucks
to have little vehicular traffic on the roadways.

If you lose power, don’t use candles for light. Flashlights are much safer.

Stay informed during power outages. Be sure you have a battery-powered or hand-crank radio.

Additional information on tips for protecting you and your home for winter and Harrisonburg’s salt and
plow routes can be found at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov/winter-safety.

The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is home to
approximately 50,000 people. More information about the City of Harrisonburg is online at
www.HarrisonburgVA.qgov.

HHH



