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Sewer System Testing To Take Place This Week

Harrisonburg, VA — The City of Harrisonburg Public Utilities Department will be conducting another
phase of testing on the sewer system. These tests will evaluate city-operated sewer systems in
conjunction with residential plumbing.

This phase of testing will take place starting Dec. 18 and will conclude around Jan. 18, 2013.
The following areas will be tested:

e Emerald Drive

e Evelyn Byrd Avenue

e Neff Avenue

e University Boulevard

e Burgess Road

e Harrisonburg Crossing Shopping Center

Employees with Harrisonburg Public Utilities will release a non-toxic and non-staining test smoke into
the manholes, which will travel through the sanitary sewer in order to detect any potential breaks or
leaks in the system.

Residents should expect to see smoke being released from roof top plumbing vents as this is an
indication of a properly installed plumbing system.

If there is a defect in the plumbing of a home, some of the non-toxic smoke could enter the residence.
When this occurs, there is no need to contact emergency services. It is recommended to open a window
or door for ventilation, note the location of the smoke, and contact a qualified plumber.

Those with questions regarding the testing procedures may contact the Department of Public Utilities at
540-434-9959 Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.

The Harrisonburg Department of Public Utilities is responsible for providing water and sewer services to
residences and businesses. The Department currently manages approximately 16,000 accounts. For more
information about these functions of the city, visit www.HarrisonburgVA.qgov/public-utilities.
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