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City Prepares for Snow and Ice Program

Harrisonburg, VA — The City of Harrisonburg’s Public Works Department is already thinking about snow
and ice.

While most residents are just beginning to enjoy the fall weather, the Public Works Department is one
season ahead.

On September 27, crews from Public Works will conduct the annual dry run for the snow and ice
program. Equipment that will be needed this winter is inspected to ensure it is working properly, staffing
requirements are evaluated, and a check of all supplies will also take place.

“Our goal for tomorrow’s exercise is to ensure that all of the City’s equipment, which is needed for snow
and ice removal, is working properly and ready for the first weather-related event of the winter season,”
said Kenny Knight, Street Superintendent.

The Public Works Department is equipped with 18 trucks that are fully outfitted with plows and
spreaders and 12 additional pieces of equipment are dedicated to snow removal. The Department also
has 3,000 gallons of salt brine in storage and uses two trucks to apply this mixture on the roadways.

When this program is activated, staff members begin to operate on two different 12-hour shifts. Each
shift has a supervisor to monitor the snow and ice removal efforts and to monitor the conditions of the
streets.

This also serves as a reminder that residents in Harrisonburg should check their emergency
preparedness kits and plans before any winter weather events take place.

For more information on the snow and ice program, or to see the primary and secondary plow routes,
go to www.HarrisonburgVA.gov/snow-plow.

Who will notify you if an emergency-related event is happening in Harrisonburg or Rockingham County?
Sign up to receive free alerts through the Harrisonburg and Rockingham County Emergency Alert
System by visiting www.HREmergencyAlert.com.
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