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HPD, Parks & Rec combine to connect with local kids 

HARRISONBURG, Va. – The 
Harrisonburg Police Department has 
put an All-Points Bulletin out for kids 
matching the following description: 

• Youngsters wearing their 
helmets while safely 
bicycling in their 
neighborhood 

• Kids looking both ways 
before crossing the street 
with a parent at the 
crosswalk 

• Children helping their 
neighbors and others 

• And all other kids who 
embrace positive activity 
and actions 

The new Splash Pass program, a collaboration between HPD and the Harrisonburg Parks and Recreation 
Department, will serve as a way to bring officers and local children closer together through positive 
experiences. Kids will receive a free day pass to Westover Pool and the new splashpad, while officers will get 
the opportunity to create new connections with kids throughout Harrisonburg.  

The program continues an effort by HPD to be more engaged in local neighborhoods. The department also 
conducts monthly community walks and hosts events such as the upcoming Open House police vehicle 
demonstration as ways to better connect with the residents they serve. 

“We love the opportunity to interact with our community and get to meet with people on a one-on-one level 
to make sure their needs are being met,” HPD Chief Eric English said. “And when we get a chance to connect 
with some of our youngest residents, and create that bond at an early age, nothing could make us happier.” 

That’s a connection that happens every day for Harrisonburg’s Parks and Recreation Department, which sees 
thousands of visitors throughout the week at its many facilities. Working closer with the City’s police officers 
will bring even more families to check out new offerings such as the Westover Splash Pad.  
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“We get to see how wonderful the kids in our community are every day at our parks,” Parks and Recreation 
Director Luanne Santangelo said. “We are very lucky to have so many outstanding young citizens in 
Harrisonburg, and we are excited about helping our police officers connect with them and make their day 
special.” 

HPD officers will begin handing out Splash Passes soon. Children younger than 12 years old using the pool 
complex must be accompanied by an adult. 

The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  It is home to 
approximately 54,000 people.  More information about the City of Harrisonburg is available online at 
www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.  
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