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HPD, others to take part in mass casualty response training

HARRISONBURG, Va. — The Harrisonburg Police Department (HPD), along with other area law enforcement
and emergency response agencies, will take part in a mass casualty response training this week.

The training, scheduled for the morning of Thursday, Aug. 8, will take place at Waterman Elementary School.
Residents will see an increased number of first responders in the area during the training and should not be
alarmed. Training will be completed by noon.

The scenario will allow HPD, Harrisonburg Fire Department, Harrisonburg Rescue Squad, Harrisonburg-
Rockingham Emergency Communications Center and other first responders to analyze their response to an
mass casualty event. The training will focus on all areas of a response to such an incident, from what actions
to take at the scene to how information about such an event is provided to the community.

“Scenarios such as these allow us to put our training to the test and see what works well and what we need
to improve on,” HPD Sgt. Chris Monahan said. “These trainings are one of a number of efforts we undertake
throughout the year to make sure emergency responders are ready to act when called upon, no matter the

situation.”

Members of the media interested in attending the event must contact Sgt. Monahan prior to attending by
emailing chris.monahan@harrisonburgva.gov. They will then be told where the media staging area will be
located. Any media participant must be on hand before 9 a.m. to be allowed access to the scenario.

The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is home to
approximately 54,000 people. More information about the City of Harrisonburg is available online at

www.HarrisonburgVA.qgov.
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