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City seeks resident input in naming new shared-use path
HARRISONBURG, Va. – Let’s start off on the right path!
And that begins, of course, with a good name.
The next step in connecting Harrisonburg’s schools and
neighborhoods with safe paths for walking and bicycling is
the construction of a shared-use path at Garbers Church
Road. This trail will connect Harrisonburg High School and
Bluestone Elementary to the Sunset Heights
neighborhood, eventually connecting to Thomas Harrison
Middle School and Westover Park.
But the name “Garbers Church Road Shared-Use Path” just
doesn’t have the right ring to it. So, we need your help.
A survey – with options in English, Spanish and Arabic – is
now available for residents to provide their input on what
they would like the trail to be named. The survey, which
closes on Oct. 26, also gives residents a chance to discuss
other walkability/bicycling amenities and needs in
Harrisonburg.
The three survey options are available at
www.harrisonburgva.gov/garbers-church-road-sup and on
the Harrisonburg Public Works Facebook page. Additional
information about the project also will be available.
“We want everyone to have the opportunity to propose a
name for this trail that will be used for generations,” Tom
Hartman, director of the Harrisonburg Public Works
Department, said. “This is your trail, and we want you
involved in making it the best it can be. That starts with
picking the right name.”
What’s in a name? When making your suggestion, keep in
mind the City has guidelines for naming buildings, streets
and other amenities such as this: Names with geographic,

This path is funded with grants through VDOT, and DCR,
with matching City funds. Construction is expected to
begin Spring 2021. The trail will begin at the southwest
side of Bluestone Elementary and go through the back
of the driving range at Heritage Oaks Golf Course and
along holes #1, #17 & #16. It will then continue into
Hillandale Park, through the Wyndham Woods
subdivision and to Thomas Harrison Middle School. The
path will be a paved trail 10 feet wide travelling through
a mix of mature and semi-mature hardwood trees and
open areas. The path will be about 2.25 miles long when
complete and will include some on-road sections
(indicated in blue on the map).

feature, historical or cultural significance are appropriate; naming after a person living or recently deceased should be
avoided; names that could be construed as advertising should be avoided; names that could be considered
discriminatory or derogatory will be avoided; and names that are similar to existing spaces or facilities should be
avoided.
Suggestions will be compiled over the coming weeks, with top choices being posted online for resident voting in early
December. Harrisonburg City Council will make the final selection and announce the name in January 2021.
The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is home to approximately 54,000 people.
More information about the City of Harrisonburg is available online at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov
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