For Immediate Release - May 20, 2022
Contact: Lt. Chris Monahan
HPD Public Information Officer
(540) 432-8905
hpd-pio@harrisonburgva.gov

HPD Auxiliary Officer Allen Litten Recognized for 20 Years of Service
HARRISONBURG, Va. – Allen Litten, a Harrisonburg Police
Department (HPD) Auxiliary Officer who has expertly captured much
of the City of Harrisonburg’s most important moments of the recent
past through his powerful, moving photography, was honored today
for 20 years of outstanding service with HPD.
A celebration was held Friday at the Harrisonburg Public Safety
Building honoring Allen for his outstanding work and unwavering
commitment to HPD and The Friendly City. Allen’s family, numerous
law enforcement officers and first responders, City officials and a
number of retired HPD members were in attendance to show their
appreciation.
“Allen’s commitment to volunteerism is a real testament to the
person he is, and how much he cares about our community,” HPD
Chief Kelley Warner said. “HPD, and our city as a whole, is lucky to
have someone like him preserving our history and helping bring
awareness to our community of the important events happening in
Harrisonburg that impact us all.”
Allen, whose passion for photography began around 8 years old
after receiving his first camera and teaching himself how to take
pictures, started his career with HPD in June 2002 after retiring from
the Daily News Record (DNR) after 53 years of distinguished service.
The paper hired Allen as a photographer in 1956, but prior to that
he had worked in the press room – using his spare time to
photograph fires and sell them to the paper, earning a reputation as
a dedicated, experienced visual historian of some of the most
impactful events happening in the growing city. His career at the
DNR earned him multiple awards and honors for his photography.

(Above) HPD Auxiliary Officer Allen Litten (right) with former HFD
Chief Larry Shifflett. Litten was honored this week for 20 years of
service with the police department. Allen has photographed many
of the most important moments in Harrisonburg’s history over the
recent past, capturing these events for future generations to see
and learn from.

In his 20 years of service at HPD, Allen is well recognized in the community for his presence at crime scenes, community
events, traffic crashes, recruitment events and various HPD functions. Allen has spent countless hours volunteering his
services and would often listen to the HPD radios and arrive on scene moments later, capturing events as they unfold.
Congratulations to Allen for two decades of incredible service to HPD.
The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is home to 51,000 people. More information
about the City of Harrisonburg is online at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.

