TRANSPORTATION SAFETY & ADVISORY COMMISSION

CIiTY OF HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

TO: Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission Members, Council members, City Manager Kurt
Hodgen

FROM: Brad Reed, Transportation Planner
DATE: Thursday, August 22, 2013

RE: Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission Summary from August 14, 2013 Meeting

The Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission met on Wednesday, August 14, 2013 at 8:30 AM in
Room 205 at the City Municipal Building, 345 S. Main St.

Members and Advisory Members present included: Bill Blessing (Citizen Member, Chair), Calvin Ferrell
(Citizen Member), Len Van Wyk (Citizen Member), Russell Presnell (Citizen Member), MPO Greg Deeds
(Police Member), Brad Reed (Public Works Designee), Drew Williams (Public Works), Paul Helmuth
(Fire), lan Bennett (Fire), Lee Eshelman (JMU), Reggie Smith (Public Transportation)

Guests Present: None

Commission meetings are open to the public and citizens are provided the opportunity to voice their
views/concerns about any item before the Commission. It is the policy of the Commission to move
relevant agenda items to the beginning of the meeting when citizens are in attendance to avoid
detaining them for the entire meeting.

Welcome
New Business

1. Request for endorsement to remove traffic signals at S Liberty St & W Wolfe St and S Liberty
St & W Elizabeth St

Mr. Reed explained that these two traffic signals have been studied by Public Works staff and
found to be unwarranted as per the signal warrant analysis specified in the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) published by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). This
study was performed using both present traffic volumes and projected volumes with high
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growth over a 10-year period. These signals have been in flash operation for the past 10 years
or so because traffic has been too low to warrant them and keeping the infrastructure in place
was deemed prudent in case development in the area increased significantly. Since the signals
were found to be unwarranted even with future growth, Public Works would like to remove
them to eliminate associated maintenance and utility costs.

The Commission endorsed the removal of both signals. City staff will request final approval
from City Council.

Request for crosswalk at S High St & W Bruce St

Mr. Presnell requested that a crosswalk be considered to cross S High St at its intersection with
W Bruce St. Desire to cross here may be high due to the residential neighborhood and may
increase with future development on Bruce St. Crossing can be dangerous due to the unusual
geometry of the intersection and the high speeds and traffic volumes on S High St. Historically,
drivers have also had issues with turning left on S High St at this location.

Mr. Van Wyk inquired as to whether it is possible to warrant a traffic signal due by taking into
account the desired use of a signalized crossing. Mr. Reed explained that a signal can be
warranted due to pedestrian volume, but that allowances for latent demand, or potential usage,
would need further consideration since it would be very hard to measure.

The Commission recommended that city staff review this issue and return with more
information.

Sight distance concern at N Main St & W Rock St

Mr. Presnell presented this issue, expressing concern about poor sight distance when traveling
eastbound on W Rock St approaching N Main St. Sight is blocked by the wall on the Lineweaver
Apartments property, which is owned by the Harrisonburg Redevelopment & Housing Authority
(HRHA).

Mr. Reed stated that this issue was reviewed by the Commission in 2009 and that no solution
was found to resolve it. One thought presented at that time was to create a bump outon N
Main St to allow vehicles on W Rock St to pull forward and gain sight, but this was complicated
by the likely need to realign the lane marking starting before the Lineweaver Apartment building
and possibly remove some on-street parking.

Public Works staff will discuss this issue with the HRHA and explore options. Findings will be
presented to the Commission at a future meeting.
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4,

Truck traffic on W Wolfe St

Mr. Presnell expressed concern about trucks using W Wolfe St to access the Graham Packaging
loading dock on N Brook Ave. The trucks are too large for the geometry of these residential
streets and block traffic as they maneuver to turn left onto N Brook Ave.

Mr. Reed explained that trucks use this route because it gives them better sight when backing
into the loading dock.

Mr. Presnell requested that trucks be restricted from traveling on W Wolfe St. City staff will
explore this issue and return to the Commission with a recommendation.

Other Business/Announcements

5.

Adjourn

Signage for Hillandale Park

Mr. Van Wyk requested that a new sign for Hillandale Park be added on South Ave before its
westbound intersection with S Dogwood Dr. At present, vehicles seem to think that South Ave
has an entrance to the park, perhaps because the trail at the end of South Ave appears as a
street on some commercial maps.

This request will be sent to the Parks & Recreation Department for consideration.
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