TRANSPORTATION SAFETY & ADVISORY COMMISSION

CIiTY OF HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

TO: Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission Members, Council members, City Manager Kurt
Hodgen, Assistant City Manager Anne Lewis

FROM: Brad Reed, Transportation Planner
DATE: Friday, October 18, 2013

RE: Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission Summary from October 9, 2013 Meeting

The Transportation Safety & Advisory Commission met on Wednesday, October 9, 2013 at 8:30 AM in
Room 205 at the City Municipal Building, 345 S. Main St.

Members and Advisory Members present included: Bill Blessing (Citizen Member, Chair), Len Van Wyk
(Citizen Member), MPO Greg Deeds (Police Member), Sgt. Pete Ritchie (Police), Brad Reed (Public Works
Designee), Thanh Dang (Public Works), Grant Holsinger (Public Transportation), Doug Stader (DMV),
Nathan Barge (Schools)

Guests Present: None

Commission meetings are open to the public and citizens are provided the opportunity to voice their
views/concerns about any item before the Commission. It is the policy of the Commission to move
relevant agenda items to the beginning of the meeting when citizens are in attendance to avoid
detaining them for the entire meeting.

Welcome
Old Business
1. Request for crosswalk across S High St at the S High St & W Bruce St intersection

Mr. Reed re-introduced this topic, explaining that Mr. Presnell had requested at a previous
meeting that safety improvements for pedestrians crossing S High St at its intersection with W
Bruce St be reviewed. Public Works staff recommended a traffic signal be considered as a
solution given the lack of other options for improvements that could provide for a safer
pedestrian crossing environment. Staff performed traffic counts and completed a traffic signal
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warrant study for the intersection, finding that the location does not meet any of the Federal
Highway Administration warrants as defined by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD). This warrant study is the national standard study used to assist in planning decisions
when considering the installation or removal of a traffic signal. Vehicular volumes, pedestrian
volumes, crash history, anticipated growth, and other factors are taken into consideration for a
these studies. A signal was found to not be warranted because the defined threshold values
were not met for any of these factors.

Mr. Van Wyk had a concern about the structure of the warrant study, saying that it seems to
have a skew towards vehicular volumes since the threshold for pedestrian volume to warrant a
signal is very high and there are few locations in the city that could meet it.

Mr. Reed explained that there are several new developments on the horizon or currently under
construction for W Bruce St between S High St and S Liberty St, which may increase both the
pedestrian and vehicle demand at the S High St & W Bruce St intersection. For this reason, the
recommendation of Public Works staff is to reevaluate the intersection late next year to see if
conditions have changed and if there is stronger justification for making a funding request for a
traffic signal through the city’s Capital Improvement Program. The Commission agreed with this
recommendation.

Other Business/Announcements
2. Thomas Harrison Middle School walking & biking safety concern

Mr. Barge shared the news that there was an accident recently involving a Thomas Harrison
Middle School teacher that was cycling on the sidewalk along W Market St and was struck by a
vehicle turning into a business entrance because the driver did not see him. The Commission
discussed bicycle and vehicle operating laws and noted that insufficient driver education and
attention seem to be the most significant issues with accidents involving bicyclists and
pedestrians.

3. Blue Ridge Dr speeding and passing complaint

MPO Deeds shared some concerns from residents in the Blue Ridge Dr neighborhood that came
out of a recent Community Action Committee meeting that was attended by police
representatives. Residents are concerned with speeding and passing on Blue Ridge Dr. The
Police Department regularly enforces the street to issue speeding tickets, but has seen few
issues with passing beyond a recent accident involving a vehicle turning into another vehicle
while trying to pass.

Residents that have expressed concerns have been encouraged to consider entering the
Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program or the Team Up to Slow Down Program, for which
information is available on the city website.

Adjourn
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