
liberty street raise grant

The Liberty Street Project, officially known as the
Downtown Harrisonburg Streetscape & Mobility
Transformation Project, was identified through the
Downtown Harrisonburg 2040 Plan as a long-term
investment in improving safety, accessibility, and
connectivity in Downtown Harrisonburg.

In June 2023, the City was awarded a $14.3 million
federal RAISE (Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability & Equity) Grant, fully funding
the transportation improvements associated with the
project. Local funding will support the replacement
of aging water and sewer infrastructure. The project
will transform Liberty Street into a safer, more
connected corridor by improving facilities for
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and motorists
while modernizing underground utilities and
enhancing the streetscape.

goals & benefits: 
Improve safety for all roadway users
Increase bicycle and pedestrian connectivity
Enhance accessibility through ADA-compliant
infrastructure
Beautify the downtown corridor with landscaping and
streetscape improvements
Replace aging water and sanitary sewer infrastructure
Support long-term economic vitality 

background:

Photo renderings depicting the proposed enhancements were shown during
both rounds of public engagement.



liberty street raise grant

A kickoff open house was held on December 3, 2025, introducing the preliminary concept and collecting
community feedback through an online survey available through December 17, 2025. Using this feedback, the
project team refined the proposed design before presenting updates at a public hearing on May 19, 2026.
Following the hearing, an online survey remained open through June 2, 2026, receiving 338 responses that
helped inform the final design recommendations.

public engagement:

Public hearing survey results

Support or
Strongly
Support

57%

Oppose or
Strongly
Oppose

39%

Neutral
4%

The concept for this project
came from the Downtown 2040
Plan, which was the result of a
community-driven process.
When the City applied for the
grant for this project, more than
20 organizations and businesses
provided letters of support. 

Community members continue
to identify pedestrian safety,
bicycle connectivity, and
downtown aesthetics as key
project benefits.



2023 2027-2029

2025-2026

liberty street project timeline

2021

Liberty Street reconfiguration
concept proposed

Harrisonburg was awarded
$14.3 million RAISE Grant.

Continued Right-of-Way
aquisition, construction.

Public engagement,
beginning of Right-of-Way

acquisition

The project entered
preliminary engineering,
with design development,

open house and public
hearing to incorporate public

feedback.

The grant funds the project’s
transportation elements,

while local funding supports
water and sanitary sewer

infrastructure improvements.

The Harrisonburg
Downtown 2040 Plan was

created, proposing a concept
to repurpose space on Liberty
Street to create bicycle lanes

and planted areas.

Right-of-way acquisition will
continue throughout 2027,
with construction scheduled

to begin in 2028 and be
completed in 2029.
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